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Soviet Georgia Revokes
Autonomy for Region

MOSCOW, Dec. 11 (Reuters) — The |
Soviet republic of Georgia abolished
the autonomy statute of a restive eth-
nic minority today in a move that
threatens to revive fierce and deep-
rooted conflicts.

Local journalists said the nationalist-
dominated Parliament in Georgia,
which was elected last month, ending
70 years of Communist rule, voted to
scrap the South Ossetian Autonomous
Region. The Ossetian minority would
henceforth be ruled directly from the
Georgian capital, Tbilisi, they added.

South Ossetia has been the scene of
repeated ethnic clashes since its crea-
tion by the Kremlin in 1922.
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